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FINAL PROPOSALS

Community No. B27 - MERTHYR CYNOG

Introduction

1.  The present community of Merthyr Cynog is a large, predominantly upland 
community in central Brecknockshire.  The community's topography is defined by 
the three valleys of the Yscir-fechan, the Yscir-fawr and the upper Honddu, which 
flow southwards from the high points on Mynydd Epynt to join the river Usk. The 
northern half of the community comprises the uninhabited moorland of the artillery 
range, and the high points on this moorland at Crug-du, Bryn-du, Twyn Rhyd-car, 
and Drum-ddu form the community's northern boundary.  The Powys Unitary 
Development Plan has classified three rural settlements in this community at Merthyr 
Cynog, Pontfaen and Upper Chapel; otherwise the inhabitants live in scattered 
farms and dwellings in the southern parts of the valleys of this community. 

2.  The community has a population of 257, an electorate of 204 (2005) and a 
council of 7 members.  The precept required for 2005 is £1,000, representing a 
Council Tax Band D equivalent of £8.31.

3.  In the 1985 Review the Local Government Boundary Commission for Wales was 
concerned to implement appropriate mergers of the small communities of Brecknock 
and with regard to the several communities to the north of Brecon town - many of 
which had very small electorates and no councils - was anxious to implement an 
arrangement that would follow the patterns of settlement and community, as they 
followed the valleys of the rivers Ysgir, Honddu and Usk and their concomitant 
transport links.  With regard to the then community of Merthyr Cynog, the 
Commission's draft proposals were that the whole of this extensive upland 
community should comprise a new community, less its south-eastern corner in the 
Honddu valley, which it was proposed to transfer along with the whole of the 
community of Llanfihangel Fechan to the proposed community of Honddu Isaf.  The 
Commission found considerable opposition to its proposed transfer of the 
southeastern corner of the then community, which it was claimed "would so weaken 
the community as to affect adversely its viability".  Likewise, it found some 
opposition to the proposed transfer of the whole of the  then community of 
Llanfihangel Fechan to the proposed community of Honddu Isaf, with many of the 
residents here expressing a view that it would be more appropriate to transfer at 
least part of this community to the proposed community of Merthyr Cynog.  The 
Commission concluded: "We think [the proposed community] must be strengthened, 
not only by the retention of its south-eastern area, but also by the addition of that 
part of the community of Llanfihangel Fechan in the Honddu Valley."  The 
Commission therefore made its final recommendations for a community council of 
seven members in an un-warded community.
  
4.  This matter was considered further in the Decision Letter of the Secretary of 
State for Wales, dated 10 October 1983.  "Garthbrengy  and Llandefaelog Fach Joint 
Community Council … have drawn attention to their affinity with Llanfihangel Fechan 
Community, which the Commission propose should be divided between the new 
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communities of Honddu Isaf and Merthyr Cynog.  The Secretary of State has also 
noted that the electors of Llanfihangel Fechan Community voted in favour of joining 
Honddu Isaf Community.  He has accordingly decided … to place the whole of 
Llanfihangel Fechan Community in Honddu Isaf.  Merthyr Cynog Community will 
remain unchanged."

Summary of representations received prior to preparation of Draft Proposals

5.  No representations have been received for this community.

Assessment

6.  We continue to note many of the findings of the 1985 Review; the three 
communities of Honddu Isaf, Llanddew and Merthyr Cynog remain very small, with 
electorates respectively of 324, 198 and 204.  In the case of Merthyr Cynog, it is 
doubtful if it is a viable community; we imagine that its precept is largely expended in 
clerk's and auditors' fees, and arguably this does not represent effective local 
government.  Even so, we consider that it is probably the arrangement that most 
accords with the wishes of the inhabitants of this extensive upland community, and, 
in this respect, it can be argued that this is at least convenient local government.

7.  The electorate of Merthyr Cynog has remained stable at about 200 in 1979 and 
204 in 2005.  The Powys Unitary Development Plan only provides for opportunities 
for affordable housing development in the rural settlements of Merthyr Cynog, 
Pontfaen and Upper Chapel that lie in this community in accordance with Policy HP9 
of the Plan.  We note that this community's electorate will therefore remain stable at 
about 200 electors, suggesting a continued entitlement in accordance with Table 7 - 
Guide to Allocation of Councillors to Community Councils to seven councillors.

Draft Proposals

8.  That no changes should be made to  this community.

 (Ward) Electorate No of Councillors Electors per 
Councillor

204 7 29

Responses to the Council’s Draft Proposals

9.  No comments or submissions were received on the Draft Proposals.

Final Proposals
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10.  That no changes should be made to this community.

 (Ward) Electorate No of Councillors Electors per 
Councillor

204 7 29


